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During these seven years of struggle a great constitu-
tional change had been effected in American politics, In
their Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776, the
colonists gave expression to what they called self-evident
truths according to which they held " that all men are
created equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights ; that among these are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of: happiness, that to secure these
rights governments are instituted among man, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed ; that, when-
ever any government becomes destructive of these ends it is
the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new government, laying its foundation on such
principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and
happiness." And while deprecating all changes of Govern-
ment * for light and transient causes/ they held that " when
a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing' invariably
the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute despotism, it is the right, it is tlieir duty, to throw
off such government, and to provide new guards For their
future security. Such has been the patient suffering of
these colonies ; and such is now the necessity which
constrains them to alter their former systems of government.
The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history
o£ repeated injuries and usurpations, all having* in direct
object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these
states".
In these abuses they included the eommisaion as well as
the omission of various acts on the part of King George III,
which had forced them to withdraw their allegiance. They
charged the King with having tampered \vith the adminis-
tration of justice ; dissolution of their legislative assemblies
much against their own wishes ; cutting off of their foreign
trade; and c' transporting largo armies of foreign

